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53n CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3d Session. 




JANUARY 19, 1895.-0ommitted to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JOSEPH, fr-0m the Committee on the Territories, submitted the 
following 
REPOR 'T: 
[To accompany H. R. 8465.] 
The Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. 8465) to amend an act entitled "An act providing a civil govern-
ment for Alaska," having had the same under consideration, report 
the bill back without amendment, and recommend that the same be 
passed. 
VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 
The undersigned members of the Committee on the Territories, being 
unable to agree with the majority of said committee to report favorably 
H. R. 8465, ask leave to present the following as our objections to the 
said bill: 
Section 14 of an act entitled "An act providing a civil government 
for Alaska," reads as follows: 
That the provisions of chapter three, title twenty-three, of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States relating to the unorganized Territory of Alaska, shall remain 
in full force, except as herein specially otherwise provided; and the importation, 
manufacture, and sale of intoxicating liquors in said District, except for medicinal, 
mechanical, and scientific purposes, is hereby prohibited under the penalties which 
are provided in section nineteen hundred and fifty-five of the Revised Statutes for 
the wrongful importation of distilled spirits; and the President of the United 
States shall make such regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section. 
Which act was approved May 17, 1884. This bill repeals that statut.e 
and authorizes the governor of Alaska to license a person, in every 
town in that Territory of one hundred or more white inhabitants, to 
sell intoxicating liquors to white persons, and also to manufacture and 
sell brewed or malt liquors to white persons. 
The license fee is fixed at $500 a year, '' said fee to be paid to the 
clerk of the United States district court at Sitka." 
So far as we are aware, this is the first attempt to authorize an officer 
of this Government to license the manufacture and sale of liquors-in 
other words, to establish breweries and saloons and to profit by the 
traffic. We are aware that the passage of this bill is urged by the 
governor of Alaska, under the plea· that the present law can not be 
enforced, and that it is therefore in fact a dead letter, and results in 
giving free whiskey to .Alaska, to the great detriment of Indians and 
whjtes alike. While we are not disposed to controvert this plea, we 
confess that we are not able to understand how the establishment of 
brewerjes and the licensing of one hundred or more saloons in .Alaska 
would remedy the evil. 
If the present law can not be enforced, is it probable that a licens~ 
law would be more effective in preventing the smuggling and surrepti-
tious sale of intoxicating liquors along the 3,000 miles of its coast. 
This bill gives one of the social evils a foothold and legal standing 
in Alaska, and paves the way for a monopoly of the liquor traffic in 
that Territory. So far as we know, the law sought to be repealed by 
this proposed legislation is the only prohibition statute ever enacted 
by Congress and now in force; therefore, believing as we do that the 
passage of this bill will be a step backward in the temperance reform 
movement, and a defiance of public sentiment, and the establishment 
of a precedent that will return to trouble its authors and the Congres 
of the United States, we most earnestly protiest against its passage. 
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